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ishly playing a part in tha gruesome 
melodrama which took place that night. 
The ikies wert lathed with lightning, and 
solid walls of water pounded out of tha 
heavant to forge miniature riven which 
•urged down tha mountain tide. 

The Higgim home sparkled with light 
from every window . , . For tonight was 
party night-a gala birthday celebration 
for Harold Higgins. No one was enjoying 
tha waning more than HaJ, at ha and 
acme thirty school friends frolicked tha 
evening away. But that wasn't the only 
reason be felt brisker than usual. To- 
night he was in the very special company 
of his best girl. Helen; and this was a 
rare treat, for Helen now lived in Boston 
a good many miles away, which made il 
difficult to see much of her. 

They slipped away from the festivities 
for a while and talked over old times on 
the closed in porch. When they returned, 
a "guaaatng" game was in progress. 
Couples were seated together on the floor 
in a term-circle around the room. One 
space was left open as room for Helen 
and Hal. Good-naturedly, they started 
to take their places. Then, suddenly, 
Harold Htggins paused and counted the 
couples slowly. He felt the blood drain 
from his cheeks and the cold prick of an 
icicle pierce his spin*. HELEN AND HE 
WOULD BE THE THIRTEENTH IN 
LINE! 

Quickly Helen leaped to her place and 
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1. ughtngty pulled him down betide her. 
The game began. 

The turns quickly rotated around the 
circle. Now it was Helen's turn to make 
a guess. She rose to her feat, smiling — 
prepared to guess right or pay the for- 
feit. But Helen didn't speak! Then, er 
ever again! At this moment, like a flash- 
ing juggernaut of death, the chandelier 
ripped loose from a damp ceiling over- 
head and hurtled downward . . . The 
birthday party of Harold Htggins had 
ended, minus love and laughter. 

After this, the trail of tragedy fol- 
lowed the fife of Harold Higgina closely. 
Thirteen" became an obsession in hi* 
mind as the years passed and death 
struck at his family one by one and all 
on this fatal date. Finally, as you remem- 
ber (September DAREDEVIL), he lost 
his job as a newspaper reporter on this 
date. This, of course, was a very minor 
event compared to what he had suffered 
on the thirteenth at other times. But it 
wasn't an insignificant event to crime. 

It was on this day that Harold Hig- 
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THE STORY BEHIND 13" 

Continued from Page 15 
gins decided to fight with all the might 
he could muster in body and toul and 
break the terrible jinx that ran his life. 
It was then that a startling new figure 
burst into the annals of crime and fought 
not only with fists but with a strange 
new type of weapon . . . FEAR. Twisting 
the ugly superstition of " 1 3" into a boom- 
erang. Hal Higgins has taken it as a name 
and instilled within the heart of every 
criminal the country over, a dread bor- 
dering on hysteria. With him this month, 
ii a new young figure in the form of Jinx, 
who has joined sides with him in a mighty 
effort to destroy the castles of vice. They 
are a mighty team, these two. 

Unfortunately, in the strongholds of 
crime, -there are men with a form of 
warped gem us which enables them to 
build a strong wall for justice to crack. 
One of these has arisen above all others 
and beaten down all opposition until now 
he stands like a 
king, directing 



the news has traveled raptdly through 
the dark hideouts of the underworld and 
pierced the inner sanctum of this death 
lord supreme. 

He knows the full power vested in 
•13" by the very superstitious force 
which attempted to ruin his life. And 
now, the addition of Jinx, he realizes 
more then ever*how urgent it ts for the 
safety of his criminal activities to stop 
this force. Carefully he has laid a trap 
for ■ 1 3" and Jinx. Next month he springs 
it Now that you know the story behind 
"13"*, what do you think the outcome 
will be? Can this clever criminal over- 
come the fear and physical awe which 
"Ii" hai instilled in the hearts of hood- 
lums? . . Next month they meet in a 
titanic life and death struggle which 
rocks the nation until then - don't 

walk under any Udders! 

THE END 



vast criminal 
movements 
and controlling 
the strings to a 
thousand rack- 
ets. But there 
is one obstacle 
in his path : one 
strong barrier 
that he knows, 
with his crafty 
mind, must be 
blasted before 
he can continue 
on hit diaboli- 
cal rampage of 
destruction 
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